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Status 

I) ^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 June 2005 . 

2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)IS This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) K Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 
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7) ^ Claim(s) £9 is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure on a separate 
sheet as required by 37 CFR 1 .72(b). 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not within a range of 50 
to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the 
space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. See 
MPEP 608.01(b). 

The disclosure is objected to because, as provided in 37 CFR 1.77(b), each of 
the section headings should appear in upper case, without underlining or bold type. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 4,5,6,7,8,9 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, claims 4,5,6,7,8,9 have not 
been further treated on the merits. 

Claims 1,10 are objected to because, as provided in 37 CFR 1.75(i), each 
element or step of the claim should be separated by a line indentation. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "said guide means" in line 10 of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1,2,3,10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bucher USP 3,455,447. 

Bucher discloses a similar device comprising: 

• a conveyor, in front of the conveyor, there is configured a boom (29) extending 
transversally of the direction of conveyance of the conveyor 

• the boom comprises a boom conveyor in the longitudinal direction of the boom 
(see figures) 
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• at least from the one end of the boom, where, at the end of the boom, means are 
configured for transferring the piece of cloth from a feed conveyor (25) to the 
boom (fig. 2) 

• likewise at the end of the boom, a feed conveyor (45) is arranged with a feeding 
position and with conveyor means for conveying pieces of cloth 

• characterized in that the feeding position is located in a position situated in front 
of the boom, seen in the direction of conveyance of the conveyor; and that the 
means for transferring the piece of cloth from the feed conveyor to the boom 
conveyor are configured such that they are able to turn the piece of cloth in an 
area between the feed conveyor and the boom conveyor (fig. 2) 

• a feeder conveyor is located at both ends of the boom (see figures) 

• the feed positions are located between the ends of the boom (see figures) 

7. Claims 1,2,3,10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Reget USP 2,640,444. 

Reget discloses a similar device comprising: 

• a conveyor, in front of the conveyor, there is configured a boom (156) extending 
transversally of the direction of conveyance of the conveyor 

• the boom comprises a boom conveyor in the longitudinal direction of the boom 
(fig.29) 
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• at least from the one end of the boom, where, at the end of the boom, means are 
configured for transferring the piece of cloth from a feed conveyor (1 59) to the 
boom 

• likewise at the end of the boom, a feed conveyor (164) is arranged with a feeding 
position and with conveyor means for conveying pieces of cloth 

• characterized in that the feeding position is located in a position situated in front 
of the boom, seen in the direction of conveyance of the conveyor; and that the 
means for transferring the piece of cloth from the feed conveyor to the boom 
conveyor are configured such that they are able to turn the piece of cloth in an 
area between the feed conveyor and the boom conveyor (fig. 29) 

• a feeder conveyor is located at both ends of the boom (fig.29) 

• the feed positions are located between the ends of the boom (fig.29) 

8. Claims 1,2,3,10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Peirce USP 1.445,797. 

Peirce discloses a similar device comprising: 

• a conveyor, in front of the conveyor, there is configured a boom (2) extending 
transversaily of the direction of conveyance of the conveyor 

• the boom comprises a boom conveyor in the longitudinal direction of the boom 

(fig.2) 
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• at least from the one end of the boom, where, at the end of the boom, means are 
configured for transferring the piece of cloth from a feed conveyor (87) to the 
boom 

• likewise at the end of the boom, a feed conveyor (87) is arranged with a feeding 
position and with conveyor means for conveying pieces of cloth (fig. 2) 

• characterized in that the feeding position is located in a position situated in front 
of the boom, seen in the direction of conveyance of the conveyor; and that the 
means for transferring the piece of cloth from the feed conveyor to the boom 
conveyor are configured such that they are able to turn the piece of cloth in an 
area between the feed conveyor and the boom conveyor (fig.2) 

• a feeder conveyor is located at both ends of the boom (fig.2) 

• the feed positions are located between the ends of the boom (fig.2) 

9. Claims 1,2,3,10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Scovell USP 826,066. 

Scovell discloses a similar device comprising: 

• a conveyor, in front of the conveyor, there is configured a boom (2) extending 
transversally of the direction of conveyance of the conveyor 

• the boom comprises a boom conveyor in the longitudinal direction of the boom 
(fig.1,2) 
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• at least from the one end of the boom, where, at the end of the boom, means are 
configured for transferring the piece of cloth from a feed conveyor (3) to the 
boom 

• likewise at the end of the boom, a feed conveyor (4) is arranged with a feeding 
position and with conveyor means for conveying pieces of cloth (fig.1 ,2) 

• characterized in that the feeding position is located in a position situated in front 
of the boom, seen in the direction of conveyance of the conveyor; and that the 
means for transferring the piece of cloth from the feed conveyor to the boom 
conveyor are configured such that they are able to turn the piece of cloth in an 
area between the feed conveyor and the boom conveyor (fig. 2) 

• a feeder conveyor is located at both ends of the boom (fig.1 ,2) 

• the feed positions are located between the ends of the boom (fig.1 .2) 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leslie A. Nicholson III whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5487. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Gene Crawford can be reached on 571-272-6911. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



L.N. 

6/20/2006 
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